Holocaust Survivor Accounts Pathfinder

Topic Overview: We are just beginning our Holocaust unit surrounding the text Diary of a Young Girl, the first-person record of Anne Frank’s experiences living in hiding during the Nazi occupation. You will be using your time in the media center to research other first person accounts of those who, unlike Anne, survived the horrors of the Holocaust. Explore a minimum of 5 of the below sources (or other comparable reference materials) in order to gain as full an understanding of what it was like to live through the Holocaust as possible. As you complete the Pathfinder, you will begin your free-writing activities for the poem you will write from the perspective of a Holocaust survivor. These accounts will serve as your inspiration.
After completing the pathfinder, answer the following questions about the persona you will shape and assume in a blank word document, and save them to your drive under the file name “Lastname.Holocaustpoem”: Are you male or female? What is your age? What is your nationality? In what concentration camp(s) were you held? Were you ever in hiding? What loved ones were with you during the Holocaust? What loved ones were lost? What was your worst experience? What will you never forget as long as you live? How did you move on with life after the Holocaust? Where are you now?
Dewey Call Numbers: 92 (Biography), 920 (Profiles), 940.53 and .54 (WWII: the Holocaust and Internment Camps)
Nonfiction Titles:
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Burned Child Seeks the Fire: a Memoir

By Cordelia Edvardson, Translated by Joel Agee

92 EDV

- One woman's chronicle of survival in WWII Germany and Auschwitz.
The Beautiful Days of My Youth: My Six Months in Auschwitz and Plaszow

By Ana Novac, Translated by George L. Newman

92 NOV

- The 1944 diary of Holocaust survivor Ana Novac.
Bearing Witness: Stories of the Holocaust
Selected by Hazel Rochman and Darlene Z. McCampell

808 BEA

- A multi-genre look at the Holocaust, featuring fiction, poetry, and a graphic novel excerpt in addition to memoirs and nonfiction stories.
Kinderlager: An Oral History of Young Holocaust Survivors

Edited by Milton J. Nieuwzma

920 KIN

- The childhood accounts of three female Holocaust survivors of Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The Survivors

By Eleanor H. Ayer

940.53 AYE

- Tales of Holocaust survivors' slow return to normalcy, post liberation.
When They Came to Take my Father: Voices of the Holocaust

Edited by Leora Kahn and Rachel Hager

940.53 WHE

- Over forty-five pieces and survivor interviews that chronicle the hatred and destruction of the Holocaust in throughout Europe.
Witnesses: Voices from the Holocaust

Edited by Joshua M. green and Shiva Kumar in consultation with Joanne Weiner Rudof

940.53 WIT

- Twenty-seven first-person narrative accounts of witnesses to the Holocaust.
Life in a Nazi Concentration Camp
By Anne Grenn Saldinger

940.54

- Testament to the conditions of Nazi concentration camps: typical conditions, daily life, organization, implementation, extermination, and survival.
Reference Titles:

People of the Holocaust (2 vol.)
Edited by Linda Schmittroth and Mary Kay Rosteck

REF 920 PEO

Understanding the Holocaust

Edited by George Feldman

REF 940.53 FEL

Voices of the Holocaust (2 vol.)

Edited by Jorie Jenkins McElroy

REF 940.53 HOL

Multimedia:

One Survivor Remembers (to be viewed as a class)
Teaching Tolerance Kit for Grades 8-12

- Includes replicas of period documents and Academy Award-Winning DVD on the Holocaust experiences of Gerda Weissman Klein
Example Key Search Terms: Holocaust Survivor, Holocaust Account, Holocaust Narrative, Holocaust Stories, Concentration Camp Experience

Database:

ABC-CLIO Social Studies, World History: Modern

http://www.worldhistory.abc-clio.com/Login/Login.aspx
Username: century
Password: knights
Weblinks:

Holocaust Survivors (click on “Survivor Stories”)

http://www.holocaustsurvivors.org/
A Teacher’s Guide to the Holocaust Survivors

http://fcit.usf.edu/HOLOCAUST/people/survivor.htm
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (online testimony workshop)

http://www.ushmm.org/education/foreducators/nesse/
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (personal histories)

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/phistories/
USC Shoah Foundation Institute (video clips from archives of oral accounts)

http://college.usc.edu/vhi/
What the camps were like, told through the eyes of people who suffered through them

http://library.thinkquest.org/12663/survivors/witness.htm

